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The Funeral of David

And Cecil Rosenthal

By Armin Rosen

The brothers, victims of the horrific attack in Pittsburgh, weren’t just the greeters at Tree of Life, they were ‘the righteous people of this generation—and now everybody knows’
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David and Cecil Rosenthal were murdered by a gunman at Tree of Life synagogue on Saturday morning. The two brothers had lived together in Pittsburgh all their lives, and their deaths left the large crowd of mourners at their funeral at Rodef Shalom this afternoon (October 30, 2018) with an overwhelming sense of loss. “Friendship,” one mourner told me, when I asked him what he had lost. “Innocence,” said another.


Every seat at the brothers’ funeral, which lasted only a little over half an hour, was full. The sanctuary was full, as was the area behind the seats and on the sides, along with much of the central aisle space. So was the entire balcony. The speakers at the funeral faced a semicircular window of stained glass with a rainbow sunburst and the words SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT arching over the top. 


But there was no reflection from any of the speakers on any potential meaning of the event. No one contrasted the brothers with their murderer, and no one tried to reason through the hatred that had killed them. The eulogies were about the brothers only, two mentally handicapped men who had lived their entire lives together.
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Brothers – David and Cecil Rosenthal


David was the more taciturn of the two brothers, I gathered during the hour before the service began. One mourner said he’d only heard him speak a couple of times before. Cecil was a large and strong man. You had to brace yourself when he shook your hand; sometimes he would put his hands together and bow. 


Over the course of his life, Cecil and his brother shook hands with seemingly every Jew in Pittsburgh. They weren’t just the greeters at Tree of Life, one mourner said, “they were everyone’s greeter.” They were “all good, without an ounce of bad,” “the righteous people of this generation — and now everybody knows.”


Prior to the service, mourners lined up to greet the brothers’ two surviving siblings, Diane and Michelle Rosenthal, as well as their elderly parents, who stood in a covered courtyard below the main sanctuary. Michelle Rosenthal is the former public relations head for the Pittsburgh Steelers football team, whose presence at the memorial wasn’t limited to their current roster: 


Ben Roethlisberger and coach Mike Tomlin were in attendance, but so was Franco Harris, one of the most beloved athletes in Pittsburgh history. Most of the gathered mourners had no idea of the athletes’ presence—though it was hard to miss Brett Keisel, the towering former defensive lineman who served as a pallbearer.


Mayor Bill Peduto sat in the middle of the sanctuary, among the large crowd. No politicians spoke. The only people who addressed the funeral for any significant length of time were Jeffrey Myers, the rabbi at Tree of Life and the leader of the Shabbat services where the brothers died, and Diane Rosenthal, who appeared on the bima with her husband, her sister, and her brother-in-law.


The service began with a line of firefighters in dress uniforms who filed past and saluted the two caskets, which were placed so close together that they almost touched. “We are gathered here today … to bid farewell to two of the sweetest human beings you could ever meet,” Rabbi Myers began.


In his eulogy, which concluded the service, Myers described the brothers’ devotion to the synagogue where they had died. “No matter how early I would get there, Cecil was always there,” Myers recalled. David, who often held jobs as a cleaner and was remembered for his fastidiousness, would always make sure that prayer books and tallises were in order as congregants arrived. Cecil was the shul’s official Torah carrier. “They’re probably calling to God, I want to be in the Tree, that’s where I belong,’” Myers said. “Their spirits will stay in the room.”


Rabbi Myers recalled how proud he was at the congregation’s acceptance of the two brothers, who were able to travel to Shabbat services on their own. Cecil had a skill for remembering people’s individual details; David was fascinated with law enforcement and carried around a police scanner, the object he prized most of all.


David and Cecil Rosenthal succeeded in living semi-independent lives with the help of an organization called Achieva, which provides lifelong support for adults with disabilities in southwestern Pennsylvania. But they could live as they did because their community accepted, supported, and valued them as human beings. “It was easy to feel sad over what could have been, had the boys been quote-unquote ‘normal,’” Michael Hirt, Diane’s husband, said later in the service. “But when I think about it more, I realize that we were more enriched by them than they were by us.”


Diane Rosenthal gave the longest eulogy—although after a few minutes, she handed the speech off to her husband. From the pair we learned that David would always begin phone conversations with “‘Hey Michael, the police are looking for you!’ To which I would playful reply, ‘no, David, they’re looking for you!’” For his entire life David would help his mother cook, and would often load the dishwasher. Every year, the Rosenthals would go to the flea market during their extended family visits to Pittsburgh and David would pick out the same two items: a pair of highway patrolman sunglasses and a bottle of cologne.


Cecil “knew everyone in town,” Hirt said, to a room that could not possibly have been any fuller. He was the “town crier” who knew what was happening in seemingly everyone’s life. He “knew if your mother was sick, or if your grandmother had died. … He always affectionately inquired about the well-being of those who were not well.” He liked parties, and jokingly called himself the “party planner” at every event he attended. “I can guarantee he’s looking down on us now asking, are you proud of me?”


At those annual flea market trips, Hirt recalled, Cecil would disappear into a shop to buy greeting cards. This was odd, because he couldn’t read or write anything other than his name. The mystery was solved one day when Diane and her husband received a letter in the mail from him, with the address made out by someone at their care facility. “The card contained nothing but a jumble of letters,” he said. “But somewhere in the letter was his name, clearly spelled out by him.”

Reprinted from the October 30, 2018 email of Tablet Magazine.

The Long Term Effects

Of Negative Influences 
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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The  Torah  in  Parashat  Toledot  tells  that  Esav  married  two  women, both  of  whom  were  idolaters,  and  these  marriages  caused  great  distress  to his  two  righteous  parents,  Yishak  and  Ribka.


Significantly,  the  Torah  writes  that  Esav’s  wives  were  a  cause  of aggravation  “to  Yishak  and  Ribka,”  mentioning  Yishak  before  Ribka. A number  of  Rabbis  understood  this  to  mean  that  Yishak  was  more  disturbed by  these  marriages  than  Ribka  was.


Yishak  grew  up  in  the  home  of  Abraham  and  Sara,  and  thus  had little  exposure  to  idolatry,  whereas  Ribka  was  raised  in  the  home of Betuel, a  corrupt  idolater.  


She  was  accustomed  to  such  beliefs  and  behavior,  and  thus  although she  was  a  righteous  woman  and  was  obviously  very  distressed  by  Esav’s choice  of  wives,  her  distress  was  less  than  that  felt  by  Yishak.

When  we  consider  the  chronology  of  these  events,  a  striking  lesson emerges  from  this  insight. Yishak  was  forty  years  old  when  he  and  Ribka married  (25:20),  and  it  was  only  twenty  years  later,  when  he  was  sixty, that their  children,  Yaakob  and  Esav,  were  born  (25:26).


Esav  got  married  at  the  age  of  forty  (26:34),  and  thus  Ribka  had been  married  for  sixty  years  by  the  time  Esav  married. Imagine  –  she  had been  living  with  Yishak,  a  great  Sadik,  for  sixty  years,  and  yet  she  was still  affected,  if  only  infinitesimally,  by  the  influences  of  her  youth. 
Although  she  was  strong  enough  to  overcome  these  early  influences and  become  a  righteous  woman,  nevertheless,  some  effects  still  lingered. Even  after  sixty  years,  she  did  not  completely  rid  herself  of  the  impact caused  by  her  exposure  to  idolatry.

This  should  serve  as  a  stern  warning  to  us,  that  we  must  exercise extreme  care  regarding  what  we  choose  to  expose  ourselves  and  our children  to.  It  is  simply  incorrect  to  say  that  we  won’t  be  affected,  that  we can  read,  see  or  hear  whatever  we  like  without  being  influenced.


Even  many  years  later,  the  media  we  expose  ourselves  to  has  an impact. None  of  us  can  claim  that  he  is  greater  than  Ribka  Imenu. And  if she  was  not  impervious  to  the  spiritually  harmful  effects  of  negative influences,  then  we  are  certainly  vulnerable  –  and  all  the  more  so.


It  behooves  each  and  every  one  of  us  to  limit  our  exposure  to hostile influences  as  much  as  possible,  so  we  can  continue  growing  and advancing  in  our  spiritual  development and  follow  the  example  of  greatness set  for  us  by  our  righteous  Abot  and  Imahot.
Reprinted from this week’s website of the Edmund J. Safra Synagogue in Brooklyn, NY.
Thoughts that Count for the Parsha

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you (Gen. 26:3)

The Torah uses the word "sojourn" instead of "dwell" to teach us that one must always consider oneself a temporary resident of this world. "The Shechina (G-dly presence) does not move away from one who considers himself a stranger in this world," we are taught. The second part of G-d's promise, "I will be with you," will be fulfilled when Jacob thinks of himself in this manner. (Vayechakem Shlomo)
And they departed from him in peace (Gen. 26:31)

Even after having partaken of a meal with the tzadik, Isaac, Avimelech still departed convinced of his own self-importance. This is something that a Jew would have been unable to do. A Jew, when in the presence of a tzadik, realizes his own shortcomings and is humbled. (Reb Bunim)
Reprinted from the Parashat Toldot 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

Might Does Not Make Right

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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As we take our yearly tour through the lessons of Bereishis, we see a study in contrasts.  On the one hand, we have the cruel selfish behavior of the Sodomites and the corrupt and promiscuous generation of the flood and on the other hand we have the incredible model of hospitality and kindness in the lives of Avraham and Sarah and the courageous selflessness and heroic self-sacrifice of Noach as he saved the entire animal and wildlife kingdom by caring for them and feeding them almost singlehandedly.  It is a painful question to ask ourselves about our generation, now in the Twenty-first century: Who are we more like, the former or the latter?

When the Torah discusses the flood, it tells us that the world was destroyed, “Ki maulah haaretz chamas mipneihem - For the world was full of plunder through them.”  Rashi elaborates, “Lo nechtam gezar dinam ela al hagezel - the fate of the generation was only sealed because of theft.”  It would seem that the crimes of that generation of idolatry and immorality were more heinous than theft.  Yet, they would have escaped oblivion if their sins had only been between man and G-d.  Once there is also mixed in sins of bein adom lechaveiro, between man and his fellow man, then we take the matter out of Hashem’s Court and, as we are taught, even Yom Kippur and suffering do not atone for transgressions against one’s fellow until we ask for forgiveness and appease the one that we have wronged.  The arrogant, brazen nature of the generation of the flood and the Sodomites ruled out that possibility and thus they were doomed.

It is interesting that the Torah zooms-in on the word ‘chamas.’  The definition of chamas is when we strong-arm someone to sell something even if we pay them but we’ve bullied them into making the sale.  It is frightening how history repeats itself, how we find in our culture that the rich and the powerful are taking advantage and pushing around people in every area of life.  People are pushed out of jobs when sons take over for parents as bosses.  Tenants are forced to move at the whims of greedy landlords.  Rabbis, who are often unprotected, are pushed-out by the next generation who want a younger, trendier model.  Children are not accepted into yeshivas because the parents are just plain people without money or connections.  Wives walk away from their husbands taking their children with them because they think that they could do better, and husbands disappear because they want a younger, prettier model.  These are all examples of a world that is full of chamas.

The Torah tells us that Noach was told to build an ark out of gopher wood.  Why such a strange material.  Rashi informs us that gopher is similar to gofris, sulfur.  The world was sulfurized and Noach was also deserving of punishment.  Being incarcerated for a year in gofer wood took the place of being punished in gofris-sulfur..  Why was Noach deserving of punishment?  He wasn’t corrupt, he wasn’t promiscuous and he wasn’t idolatrous.  We are taught that Noach was guilty of not chastising enough the people of his generation.  The Gemora in Masechtas Shabbos teaches us that if one is able to protest and does not do so, he is considered a partner in the crime. 

Sadly, the silent majority does not get up to protest when they witness people being mistreated.  When a neighbor’s child is not in school, one shrugs and says, “I’ve got my own problems.”  When a Rabbi is sent away without a pension, people cluck sympathetically but say that they don’t want to get involved.  When your colleague is fired under false pretenses, you say to yourself “That’s corporate America for you.”


The Torah says make your model Avraham Avinu.  Stand up for what’s right and start changing the world by correcting one wrong at a time.  In the merit of learning from the ways of our great ancestors, my Hashem grant us long life, good health, and everything wonderful
Reprinted from the November6, 2014 website of Matzav.com

The Special Connection of

Isaac to the Era of Moshiach

From the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion, Toldot, describes the life and times of our Patriarch Isaac. The Talmud tells us that in the Messianic Era, Isaac will be referred to as "our father," implying that it is Isaac from among all our forefathers who has a special connection to the Messianic Era. As we now stand at the threshold of the coming of Moshiach and the ultimate Redemption of the Jewish people, it is important to understand what exactly Isaac's path and service mean for us.

Isaac was the only one of our Patriarchs who lived his entire life within the boundaries of the land of Israel. Abraham was born outside of Israel and also left Israel to go to Egypt when a famine threatened. Jacob, too, went to Charan, where he worked for Laban for many years. 

However, when there was another famine in the Land during Isaac's lifetime, G-d commanded him to stay where he was and not to seek food elsewhere. "Do not go down to Egypt, but dwell in this land...and I will bless you." This is because after having shown his willingness to be sacrificed on the altar by his father Abraham, Isaac was considered a "perfect offering," too holy to dwell anywhere but in the Holy Land.


Isaac, therefore, symbolizes the Jewish people as they were meant to be, and as they will exist in the Messianic Era, their rightful place being in their land and not in exile in the four corners of the earth. During our present exile, we are like "children who have been banished from their father's table." We must therefore continue to demand that G-d send the redeemer now, so that we will be able to emulate Isaac and live a full life of Torah and mitzvot in our own land, as we were meant to.


Isaac's approach to the service of G-d is also especially applicable to us today. Even though Isaac continued in his father Abraham's path of spreading the belief in G-d throughout the world, he did so in a different manner from his father: Abraham wandered from place to place, including Egypt, spreading G-dliness wherever he went. Isaac, on the other hand, always remained in the same place, in Israel, yet others flocked to him because they were attracted by his holiness. In this way Isaac was able to influence others.


For the most part, the Jewish people have followed Abraham's example during their long exile, wandering from country to country and causing G-d's name to be called on wherever they went. After Moshiach comes, however, we will follow in Isaac's footsteps, as G-d's holiness and light will emanate from the Third Holy Temple in Jerusalem. And at that time, as happened in the days of Isaac, all the nations of the world will likewise flock to Jerusalem, as it states, "And all nations shall flow unto it...for the Torah shall go forth out of Zion."


We must, in the meantime, combine aspects of both these approaches, refining our own personal spirituality, yet at the same time, not neglecting to spread holiness throughout the world at large.

Reprinted from the Parashat Toldot 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
And it came to pass when Isaac was old, and his eyes were too dim to see (Gen. 27:1)


Rashi explains that Isaac's eyesight was ruined by the smoke of the incense offered up by Esau's wives to their idols. But why was he the only one in the household to be adversely affected by the smoke? "Isaac was too pure to behold evil," our Sages comment. He was therefore unable to withstand witnessing the idolatry of his daughters-in-law.

Reprinted from the Parashat Toldot 5773/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Berel Wein

On Parashat Toldot
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In the competition between the brothers Esau and Jacob, Esau originally downplays any long-range view of the situation. He demands immediate gratification and is therefore more than willing to relinquish his birthright – which is only a long-range asset – in favor of an immediate bowl of hot lentils. 

Coming to Regret His Youthful

Decision Later n Life


As the Torah dutifully records for us in this week's reading, Esau will come to regret this youthful decision later in life. But, like almost all of us, he will put the blame for the mistake on others – on the shrewdness of Jacob taking advantage of him – rather than on his own error and weakness.


By blaming Jacob for what was his own short sidedness, Esau compounds the original error of judgment on his part. After having tasted all the immoral pleasures of life, and after a career of violence, Esau remains unfulfilled, unhappy and frustrated. He now longs for the blessing and approval of his old father, a person who he has long treated as being completely irrelevant to him. 


His shout of anguish, when he realizes that the spiritual blessings of his father have already been bestowed on his brother Jacob and that what is left for him are the fleeting blessings of temporal existence and power, reverberates throughout human history. He realizes that the blessings given to Jacob are those of eternity and lasting memory while all physical blessings in this world are merely temporary and always subject to revision. The Torah always deals with eternal standards and never bows to current themes and ideas no matter how attractive they may seem at the time.

Every Generation Feels that it

Has Made Important Discoveries


Every generation feels that it discovers new ways to propel humanity and civilization forward. Somehow, we always feel ourselves to be wiser than our elders, smarter than our ancestors. But, if one makes an honest review of human history, it becomes clear that the true principles of civilization – morality, kindness, education and individual freedom – remain constant throughout the story of humankind. Deviations from these principles, in the hope of achieving a utopian society, have always resulted in tragedy and destruction.


The cry of Esau reverberates through the halls of world history. And, what makes it most pathetic is that what Esau is searching for can easily be found in what he himself has previously discarded and denigrated. But, it is always the egotistical hubris of humankind that prevents it from seriously and logically examining its situation and thoughts. One has to admit to past errors and to restore oneself to the path of goodness and righteousness, which alone can lead to a lasting feeling of happiness and accomplishment in this world.

Wanting to be Like Jacob

But without the Restraints


Esau would like to be Jacob, but without having to behave with the restraint and outlook on life that is the most central point of reference in the life and behavior of Jacob. It is as Justice Brandeis once put it: “I would like to have the serenity and peace of the Sabbath but without its restraints.” It is dealing with that fallacy of thought that makes Jacob Jacob and Esau Esau.

Reprinted from this week’s website of Rabbiwein.com

Atar Family Laid to Rest

By Yoni Kempinski and Eliran Aharon

[image: image7.jpg]



Atar family (Courtesy of the family)


Hundreds of people attended the funerals of the eight members of the Atar family from Psagot who perished in the fatal road accident near the Dead Sea. The funerals took place in the Netanya cemetery.


Meital Tzviel, a close friend of the Atar family, spoke in sorrow about the joy that characterized the Atar family and the community's coping with the disaster.


"When we heard about it, we refused to believe it,” she said. “The heart is broken and I do not know how to accept it. I do not know how to tell the children how to deal it," says Meital. “We received the news, but it still hasn’t registered. How can we commemorate such an amazing family as the Atar family? What can you take from them? "


Tzviel’s family lived for years near the Atar family, and Meital relates talks about her friend Shoshi:" We lived together for years in the neighborhood. Shoshi was a good friend and there was a lot of nobility, wisdom, sensitivity and a desire to listen and to know. Educating the children was the main thing for them, they invested a lot in it.”


"Really amazing children, the freedom that was given them and the dynamic with them, we would look and admire their growth - amazing family. Wherever I would see her we would stop and talk, and it was not just any conversation but deep conversation.”
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Tzviel explained how her children and those of the Atar family had a strong connection, and how the Atar kids were like members of her own household. "My children refused to believe it and said, 'We love them, how did it happen, how could that be?' They were very happy children, very funny, with lots of love for life, and this is a very prominent feature they had - and they received it from their parents."


Meital describes her conversation this morning with her son, who lost his good friend. "My son said this morning, 'What, will I not see Yaakov Yisrael on the bus? We always talk before, talk afterward, make jokes, he will not be there?’ And he just started to cry."
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Meital believes in the ability of the Psagot community to cope and rise up from the disaster: "This community has gone through disasters, but I think that this community is amazing, it's an amazing community, there's an amazing community emergency response team (Tzachi) here and everyone acts without desire to receive something in return, and knows exactly what to do and how. And in situations like this, we see even more how amazing this community is."


The court extended the remand of the driver of the jeep who on Tuesday hit a car belonging to the Atar family from Psagot, killing all eight members of the family.


The suspect driver was brought before a judge, who ruled he was suspected of using prohibited substances before getting behind the wheel.


Heavy mourning has been felt on the streets of Psagot in Binyamin since it became known that the entire Atar family was wiped out on their way to a family trip in southern Israel: Yariv was 45 and Shoshi was 47. The children were Yaakov Yisrael, 12; Ateret, 11; Ayala, 9; Moria, 7; Yedid, 5; and Avigail, 3.


Yariv worked for a computer company and his wife Shoshi was a special education teacher at Keren Or in Jerusalem. The children attended elementary school and preschools in Psagot and the eldest son attended the Yeshiva High School in Mateh Binyamin in Beit El.
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The Atar couple arrived in Psagot about 13 years ago, not long after their wedding. The family lived in the Ai neighborhood and about two years ago moved to the central neighborhood and established their place in the community.


"A noble family that surrounded everyone around them with their joy, they were people of kindness on an unimaginable level." Rabbi Yosef Weitzen, the rabbi of the village, said. "We have to do a soul-searching - but soul searching for eight people I don't know how to do."


Miriam Dadon, a close friend of the late Shoshi Atar, eulogized her, "Instead of getting a happy embrace for my son's Bar Mitzvah, we'll have to give another kind of hug. She was an island of sanity who always thought for the good."

Reprinted from the November 1,2018 email of Artuz Sheva.
May Hashem comfort the family and all of Klal Yisroel among the mourners of Tzion and the gates of Yerushalayim!!!

Parshas Toldos

Love will Conquer All

By Rabbi Bentzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com
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“And Yaakov approached Yitzchak his father, and Yitzchak felt him, and said, `The voice is the voice of Yaakov, and the hands are the hands of Aysav.’” — Bereishis 27:22


To “trick” Yitzchak into giving him the bracha, Yaakov donned Aysav’s clothing, put the skin of an animal on his arms and neck to simulate the hairiness of Aysav, and went in to his father to receive the blessing. As they were twins, the subterfuge was almost perfect, and it seemed as if Yaakov had succeeded. For all intents and purposes, he appeared as Aysav, spoke as Aysav, and presented himself as his twin. Yet something made Yitzchak suspicious, and he said the famous words: “The voice is the voice of Yaakov, and the hands are the hands of Aysav.”


Rashi explains what tipped Yitzchak off. Yaakov used the equivalent of the word “please,” as in “Please, my father, get up. Please, my father, take this.” These were words that Aysav would never utter. Therefore, Yitzchak suspected that it wasn’t Aysav, but rather Yaakov, and he asked to “feel” the person in front of him to determine which of the brothers it was. 


This Rashi is very difficult to understand when we take into account Aysav’s relationship with his father. 

No one fulfilled Kibud Av as Aysav did


Aysav had genuine respect and reverence for his father—in fact, he loved him. The Medrash Rabbah that, “In the course of human history, no man ever treated his father with the respect that Aysav treated his father. So how is it possible that he was gruff and rude to a man who he loved and adored? 


The answer to this question lies in understanding human nature.
The force of habit


We are engaged in thousands of interactions, choices, and decisions each day. Unlike an animal, which is preprogrammed to perform in a particular manner, the human has free will — free will to choose how he will respond, react, and deal with every situation. If every one of his decisions was a conscious choice that had to be thought out, he would spend his entire day just making them. 


A man is approaching. Do I smile and nod or do I look the other way? He’s looking at me, do I turn my head to respond or do I look out at the trees? When he asks me how my day is, does he expect a detailed inventory of actions or does he mean it in a casual manner?” 


To allow us to function productively, HASHEM gave us the power of habit. Habit allows us to respond almost unconsciously to the thousands of choices that we are constantly engaged in. As a result, we can talk and eat dinner at the same time. We can drive a car, watch the traffic, change lanes, and hold a conversation. Most of the actions we engage in are done on auto-pilot. We don’t have to think about them. We have done them before, created our patterns of action and reaction, so now we can just go about our business without having to use up our conscious minds on rote activities. Habit governs and controls most of the actions and choices of our day.


This force is a double-edged sword. It can allow us to accomplish worlds more because of it, but it costs us in the sense that bad habits and poor reactions can lock us into behaviors and responses that don’t accurately represent our will. We’re just stuck with them because of the ruts that we have created. 


This seems to be the answer to Rashi. There is no question that Aysav deeply respected his father. But Aysav was gruff. His operating mode was curt and rude. Those were the habits that he developed, the manner in which he acted, the patterns that he etched into his soul. Even when he was in a situation of serving a man that he greatly respected, his years of mechanized routine surfaced, and he spoke the way that he usually spoke. When Yaakov impersonated Aysav and used polite terms, it was out of character. Yitzchak noticed something out of synch. This wasn’t the Aysav that he had known for so many years. 


This concept is very applicable in our lives on a number of fronts.

I love him, but can’t live with him


It may well be that we respect our parents, love our siblings, and are deeply attached to our spouses, but unless a person consciously works on his word choices, reactions, and responses, he may well be putting on a façade — presenting an image to others that doesn’t accurately reflect how he feels. The message he may be giving is very different from his inner condition. 


One of the saddest expressions uttered in a troubled marriage is: “I love him, but can’t live with him.” Often times, it isn’t that the man is a selfish lout or a creep. It is simply that he has remained with the bad habits of being unpolished. “Please,” thank you,” and “excuse me” are lacking from his vocabulary. This can make all the difference in the world between a person who is pleasant to be around — or not. The most amazing part is that these expressions don’t always represent who the person is and how he feels, but the little niceties of life are the grease that smoothes the wheels of social interactions.


While middos are the essence of a person, social graces often speak louder than feelings to those who actually live with him. By training our tongues in these social conventions, we give off a persona that matches our inner condition, and those we interact with get to experience the considerate, caring person that we are. 

Reprinted from this week’s website on TheShmuz.com This is an excerpt from the Shmuz on the Parsha book.
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